
reclaim this space of removal as a 
SPACE OF conversation.

THE strategy

AN INFRASTRUCTURE DESIGNED TO 
ENHANCE CONNECTION HAS CREATED A 
SPACE OF REMOVAL.

THE ISSUE

4th Street SW Underpass 
Enhancement Project Stakeholder Open House: May 19, 2016

WHAT?
FOUNDED ON THE IDEA OF RECLAIMING CITY INFRASTRUCTURE AS A ‘SPACE FOR CONVERSATION’, AN INTEGRATED PUBLIC 
ART AND URBAN DESIGN STRATEGY REPOSITIONS THE SITE AS A BETTER CONNECTED STREET, READY TO BE EXPLORED. 

ironically, an infrastructure intended to improve connectivity within the city has come to embody one of the most uncomfortable and removed of calgary’s public spaces.

PROPOSED NE SIDEWALK, TURN-OFF & STAIR | pragmatic and poetic urban design improvements encompass the full extent of the pedestrian realm, stretching from 8th to 10 avenue.

through public art and urban design, the infrastructure is reclaimed as a space of conversation in the city.

PROPOSED EXPERIENCE ACROSS THE ROADWAY | THE FRAME SIMULTANEOUSLY OPERATES AS A SAFE GRADE SEPARATION, AN ACCESSIBLE WALKWAY, A WATER MITIGATION STRATEGY, AN URBAN-SCALE GESTURE (REINFORCING THE 
LEGIBILITY OF THE SPACE), A CONDITIONER OF NATURAL LIGHTING, AND A SOURCE OF ARTIFICIAL LIGHTING, 

PROPOSED EXPERIENCE OF 4TH STREET SW, LOOKING SOUTHBOUND FROM 9TH AVE UNDERPASS | by augmenting spatial experiences latent in the existing site’s geometry, both the urban design and public are understood 
- in terms Of narrative, intention and material - as part of an everyday experience.


