
Exploit the site’s multiple 
lives throughout a 24hr 

period; consider readings at 
both the micro and macro 

scale.

Distinguish from other 
downtown underpasses.

Address aesthetic 
through to accessibility 

considerations.

Explore art-as-
infrastructure & 

infrastructure-as-art.

Create visual interest with 
light. Design for winter 

safety & comfort.

Establish both short and 
long term maintenance 

programs for art & 
infrastructure.

Consider pedestrian, 
cyclist, transit & motorist
traffic between Beltline 

and Downtown.

CREATE A SPACE 
OF DISCOVERY

ESTABLISH A 
UNIQUE IDENTITY

APPROACH THE 
PEDESTRIAN 

EXPERIENCE FROM 
MULTIPLE SCALES

RESPOND TO THE 
EXISTING PHYSICAL 
FORM OF THE SITE

DESIGN FOR A 
WINTER CITY

EMPLOY DURABLE 
MATERIALS & 
STRATEGIES

IMPROVE 
CONNECTIONS

A B C D E F G

CITY OF CALGARY POLICIES , STANDARDS & REGULATIONS

ROADSINFORMATION 
SERVICES

STREET 
LIGHTING

INFORMATION 
TECHNOLOGY

BRIDGES & 
STRUCTURES

PUBLIC ART NETWORK 
PLANNING

TRANSIT + MORECPA
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8177 people currently walk 
the 4th Street SW underpass 
daily, accounting for nearly 
20% of all north-south 
pedestrian travel in the 
core. These numbers are on 
the rise. 

“GAUNTLET FEELING” 

“NO EYES ON THIS 
STREET”

“old, deteriorated”

“STAIRWAY OF DEATH”

“I wouldn’t walk there 
at night”

“lots of blank walls”

“ONE SHADE OF GREY”

A MECHANIZED PUBLIC REALM BECOMES A SPACE OF REMOVAL.

“crosswalks are 
faded, intersection 

needs attention”

“CPR UNDERPASSES HAVE THE LOWEST RATING OF 
ALL CENTRE CITY INFRASTRUCTURE, IN TERMS OF 
CLEANLINESS AND CITIZEN EXPECTATION.”

centre city citizen perception survey, 2015
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4th Street SW Underpass 
Enhancement Project Stakeholder Open House: May 19, 2016

WHY?
serving OVER 8100 PEOPLE DAILY, THE PHYSICAL STATE OF DETERIORATION OF THE 4TH STREET SW UNDERPASS IS IN 
CONTRADICTION TO ITS CRITICAL MOBILITY AND GATEWAY FUNCTIONS. 

Stakeholder observations recorded during the Project’s Imagination Session: the experience moving through the corridor is in contradiction to its critical mobility function.

the key to a successful project delivery is the clear definition of a regulatory context in which to understand, evaluate and ultimately integrate the asset. for the 4th street sw underpass enhancement, This context has been defined through three parallel streams of information-gathering: seven stakeholder design 
mandates; existing city of calgary policies/specifications/regulations, and an ongoing dialogue with specific business units.

design mandates: rigorous stakeholder 
engagement during schematic design 
culminated in seven project-specific 
qualitative metrics to guide the evolution of 
the design.

EXISTING CITY OF CALGARY POLICIES, 
SPECIFICATIONS, AND REGULATIONS: GOOD 
PRACTICES, SPECIFIC Standards & BINDING 
PARAMETERS WERE IDENTIFIED AND ACCOUNTED 
FOR IN THE CURRENT DESIGN.

ON-GOING DIALOGUE WITH SPECIFIC BUSINESS 
UNITS: TO HIGHLIGHT AND MITIGATE RISKS 
ASSOCIATED WITH PRODUCTS AND PROCESS.

4ue is part of a broader initiative by the city of calgary to improve the experience of the downtown underpasses.

the consequences of those observations: visitors become mechanized in their movement through the space, isolated in focus, and anxious of those around them.

stretching two complete urban blocks, 4th street sw is one of calgary’s busiest pedestrian corridors into the downtown core.


